Host a House Party for Ralph !

House parties are a great way to talk about important issues, raise funds for Ralph’s campaign, and to have some fun with friends, neighbors, relatives and co-workers. You can host a successful house party for Ralph, if you follow this guideline!

Goals:

1. Host a successful house party for Ralph with 40 people attending.

2. Guests will donate $ 25.00 per person to Ralph’s campaign. Success means $ 25.00 x 40 =  $1,000.00 for the campaign. After 100 parties, that’s $ 100,000.00 for literature, advertising, and other expenses for the campaign! The actual request for the donation is in the invitations supplied to you.

3. Recruit three to ten new volunteers for Ralph’s campaign, and five pledges for additional house parties.

4. Distribute 25 -- 40 yard signs and 40 bumper stickers.

5. Share with the participants of this event by putting Ralph’s principles to work in your own life and the lives of friends. Make time to be a real “public citizen” and take a strong stand for restoring our democracy. Hosting a house party is the first step!

How to do it:

1. Check with the House Party coordinator in the campaign, to set a date, schedule a guest speaker, and other necessities. ( 7:30 pm is a typical meeting time and week nights seem to work best.) Pick up the “How to Host a House Party for Ralph” packet from the campaign office.

2. Invite 80 - 100 people, with the idea of having 40 actually attend. Pre-printed invitations are available at the campaign office. All you have to do is add their name and a personal note.

3. Mail out the invitations 21 days before the party. Invite friends, neighbors, relatives, co-workers; anyone you feel would be supportive. The invitation requests guests to RSVP!!

4. The speaker will bring literature, buttons, VCR tapes to sell, bumper stickers, volunteer cards, voter registration cards, and make arrangements for the tape presentation.

At the Event / Agenda:

Have literature available for early birds to read, wait 15 minutes or so ( but no longer than a half hour) for late comers. Serve coffee, tea, and cookies or doughnuts, if you wish, beginning with the earliest people. Introduce yourself to people you do not know and introduce people to each other. You should have a table near the door for the literature etc., and someone there to collect the checks as people enter.

Agenda:

I  Welcome - Host

· Thank them for coming
· Indicate that tonight we’ll have a short film and a guest speaker from the Nader campaign.
· Introduce the speaker, who will speak after the tape presentation. Encourage the audience to ask questions after the speaker’s presentation.

II Campaign Tape

III Guest Speaker

· Speaker gives main presentation.

· Speaker talks about the campaign, it’s purpose, goals, and how it is unique from other campaigns. 

· Speaker answers questions of guests.

· Speaker talks about the various ways people can help out in the campaign.

IV Host requests that guests:

· Fill out volunteer cards and pledge cards to host their own house party. The host should offer house party volunteers help to get started and show them literature on how to how to “Host A House Party For Ralph.”

· Host thanks everyone for coming and suggests that people stay for a while and talk informally with the speaker and themselves.

Host and speaker talk to individuals and couples about becoming involved. They make sure literature, buttons, and yard signs are distributed. 

Follow Up Phone Calls  (One or two weeks before the party)
Suggested format of follow up phone calls (particularly if you do not know them that well).

· Hi, this is ( your name). I mailed you an invitation to come to my house party fundraiser to support Ralph Nader for President. I am having it at my home on (date of the event). I hope you can join us; will you be able to come?

· (IF THEY ARE COMING) Great, I’ll see you there.

· (IF THEY ARE NOT SURE)  I hope you can come. This is a critical election and we have the opportunity to change the political balance in Oregon this year and to vote for someone we can all feel very proud.

· (IF THEY CAN’T COME) I’m sorry you can’t come. I think you understand the significance of this election; I hope you can write a check to the “VICTORY 2000,” to help Ralph’s campaign for President.

Time Table / Check List

Four Weeks Before:

· Arrange and clear a date with the campaign. The campaign will assign a person to be the guest speaker for the house party.

· Select the video tape you want to use. Let the campaign know if you do not have a VCR.

· Submit your invitation list to the campaign. The campaign will maintain a list of persons invited to House Parties for Ralph. That way, people will not receive multiple invitations.

· Finalize invitation list. To get 40 people you should invite 60 - 80.

Three Weeks Before:
· Mail out invitations. The campaign has preprinted invitations for you to use.

· Ask two friends to serve as “Door Hosts” at the event. They can let people in; take their coats; make sure they sign in; collect checks; give out literature, buttons, bumper stickers; and help with other details. At the event have a large table at the entrance for this purpose.

One -Two Weeks Before:
· Call everyone who has not RSVP’d, ask if they are coming.

· Keep a list of confirmed guests.

· If the response is low, invite some more people.

A Few Days Before:
· Remind your “Door Hosts” and tell to arrive a half hour before the event.

· Purchase the supplies and food you will need.

· Ready your refreshments.

Host a House Party for Ralph - Packet

Thank you for considering to “Host a House Party for Ralph.” Enclosed in this packet are the key items you will need to host a successful house party.

Packet includes:

· Host a House Party for Ralph instruction sheet

· Sample pre-printed invitation

· List of tapes available for the house party

· Volunteer sign-up sheets

· Voter registration cards

· Pledge cards to “Host a House Party for Ralph.”

For more information about “Host a House Party for Ralph,” contact the VICTORY 2000 PAC Volunteer Coordinator:

VICTORY 2000 PAC

111 SW Naito Parkway

(Formerly Front Ave.)

Portland, OR 97204

(503) 223-1399

______________________________________________________________________________
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