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For more than three decades, Ralph Nader has fought relentlessly to protect ordinary Americans from powerful corporations and to make government responsive, saving great numbers of lives in the process. 

Born in Winsted, CT in 1934, Nader graduated magna cum laude from Princeton in 1955, and from Harvard Law School in 1958. Nader came to the public’s attention in 1965 when his best-selling book "Unsafe at Any Speed" exposed unsafe cars such as General Motors’ dangerously defective Corvair. When GM went to extraordinary lengths to discredit Nader, Nader sued them for invasion of privacy. GM, having admitted wrongdoing before a Senate Committee, settled the case. With the money from the settlement, and the reputation for standing up to predatory corporations, Ralph Nader launched the modern consumer movement. 

Activists from around the country poured in to Washington, D.C. to work with Ralph Nader. "Nader’s Raiders" successfully pushed for numerous laws to protect consumers, workers, taxpayers, and the environment, combating corporate abuse, and increasing citizen access to government. Nader built or stimulated a public interest movement consisting of dozens of organization all over the country with hundreds of citizen leaders working for a just society. 

On issue after issue, year after year, Ralph Nader has identified and confronted political and corporate bosses. He has fought against insurance companies, global trade arrangements that override American sovereignty, and corporate lobbyists who would block safety standards deny fair access to court for injured parties. He has also authored, co-authored or sponsored many books, including Action for a Change, Corporate Power in America, Taming the Giant Corporation, Verdicts on Lawyers, The Menace of Atomic Energy, Who’s Poisoning America, Winning the Insurance Game, and The Frugal Shopper. 

His lifelong integrity and tireless commitment to the public interest have made Ralph Nader a mainstay on lists of the most admired and influential Americans. In an era of widespread cynicism, he stands out as a public figure that citizens can trust to hold the office of President. 

Ralph Nader is America's leading consumer advocate. A lawyer, prolific writer, and lecturer, Nader has organized students into teams that the press back in 1968 nicknamed "Nader's Raiders". Over the past thirty years, Nader's Raiders have challenged misused corporate and lobbyist power, and prodded government agencies to work in the public interest. 

The Johnny Appleseed of the citizen movement, Nader founded numerous public interest groups in the United States, some of which were emulated in other countries.   Ralph Nader became nationally prominent in the mid-1960's, after the publication of, Unsafe at Any Speed: The Designed-In Dangers of the American Automobile.  

In the spring of 1966, Congress held hearings to investigate the auto industry. Ralph Nader, who was the key witness, sharply articulated the need for a strong law enforcement agency to govern the auto industry and the safety of our vehicles. The hearing led to the passage of the federal motor vehicle and highway safety laws. 

Since then, Nader has testified at numerous Congressional public hearings, including those focusing on meat quality, natural gas pipelines, radiation control, poultry contamination, product defects, coal miners' working conditions, toxic substances, consumer cooperatives, workplace hazards, and government secrecy. As a result of these hearings, constructive legislation was passed, protecting consumer and worker health and safety, opening access to government, and reining in corporate abuses. 

For 35 years, Ralph Nader has challenged citizens to apply their civic energies for a more compassionate America. He has inspired fellow citizens all across America to get involved, to do the research first-hand, and to speak out. 

Ralph Nader is not just discovering these issues because it's a political election year. He's been working on many of these issues for 40 years. He's helped bring progress and reform in many areas—such as safer cars, cleaner air and water, worker rights, insurance reforms—but we all know there's much more yet to do. 

Nader has organized citizen activist teams, since the late-1960's, that have investigated corporate and governmental wrongdoing. The press nicknamed these activists "Nader's Raiders." Here are some examples of his work:

Unsafe at Any Speed: The Designed-In Dangers of the American Automobile  1965 

With the controllability of the Chevy Corvair as a case in point, Ralph Nader presented the arguments that American automobiles were needlessly dangerous and what to do about it.

Nader's Raiders  1969 

With Nader's guidance, a team of young student citizens investigated the Federal Trade Commission, and detailed their charges of collusion, corruption, and incompetence at the FTC. The spirit of "Nader's Raiders"—students who were activists for justice—swept the nation.

Vanishing Air: Ralph Nader's Study Group Report on Air Pollution  1970 

A massive study of the failure of the National Air Pollution Control Administration to regulate autos and factories.Includes revelations of how corporate polluters manipulate our political system against the public good. 

The Chemical Feast: Ralph Nader's Study Group Report on the Food and Drug Administration  1970 

Instead of helping promote honesty in the market place, the FDA standards deceived consumers and concealed important information. Food safety laws were subverted by cowardly, bureaucratic bumbling. There was a compelling need for reform.

The Interstate Commerce Omission: Ralph Nader's Study Group Report on the ICC & Transportation 1970 

A massive study that revealed a Commission run by political appointees beholden to the railway, trucking, shipping, and pipeline companies. 

What To Do With Your Bad Car: An Action Manual for Lemon Owners  1971 

How to avoid buying a shoddy, defective automobile. If you get stuck with one, here's sound advice about your rights and a plan of action that can help you.

Old Age - The Last Segregation: Ralph Nader's Study Group Report on Nursing Homes  1971 

Nader's Raiders investigated serious problems at nursing homes, and showed how retired senior citizens can become involved citizens for their own sake and for those who follow.

The Water Lords: Ralph Nader's Study Group on an Environmental Crisis in Georgia  1971 

The Nader's Raiders students presented a scathing indictment of corporate crime and environmental and economic plunder that was despoiling a community.

Who Runs Congress? The President, Big Business, or You?:  Ralph Nader Congress Project  1972 

Nader's Raiders became a citizen's army—almost 1,000 strong—investigating and revealing how our lawmakers become lawbreakers, how Big Business manipulates which legislation will pass, and the political games that are played with your money and our laws. 

Whistle Blowing: Profiles in Conscience and Courage  1972 

What happens to those who publicly "blow the whistle" if the organization they work for is involved in illegal , corrupt, or harmful activity. Often they face retaliation that can ruin their lives. What can be done? 

The Big Boys: Power & Position in American Business  1986 

Ralph Nader & William Taylor tell the inside revealing saga of nine of America's top business executives, their rise to power, and how they control their domains. 

Winning the Insurance Game  1990 

Ralph Nader and & Wesley Smith show you how insurance company strategies are played, and how you the consumer can finally get insurance that provides better coverage at a fair price. 

Collision Course: The Truth About Airline Safety  1994 

Ralph Nader and Wesley Smith reveal how the Federal Aviation Administration and the airlines put passenger lives at risk, and what can be done to restore aviation safety and reliability.

No Contest: Corporate Lawyers and The Perversion of Justice  1996 

Ralph Nader and Wesley Smith show how our corporate-dominated legal system allows for the perversion of our laws and individual rights. 
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